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EX PARTE NOTICE  

 

VIA ECFS          
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Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

 

  GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, 09-137, and RM-11358 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

In follow-up to the meeting COMPTEL had with representative from the Wireline 

Competition Bureau and Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis, COMPTEL is 

providing examples of member companies
1
 that use Ethernet over Copper (EoC) to provide 

broadband services to various entities including banks, major pipeline companies, schools, car 

dealerships, realtors, healthcare facilities, restaurants, and news organizations. These offerings 

demonstrate the ability to provide innovative and affordable broadband services, and thereby 

achieve the Commission‟s broadband goals, when competitors have access to copper facilities.  

 

As we stated previously, technological advancements have made copper the most 

ubiquitous existing broadband infrastructure.  The attached article discusses some of these 

technologies and the critical cost savings EoC provides small-medium businesses.  As the article 

explains, “EoC burst onto the scene at the right time for small-medium businesses that cannot 

afford to purchase budget-busting fiber connections but need something more than a T-1 – or 

even a VDSL line – to feed their increasing data appetite.”
 2
  Copper retirement “is a shame, in a 

way, because in this economy where businesses are looking to expand without paying the price 

to do so, it seems that Ethernet-over-copper is… „a capability that‟s out there to continue to 

                                                      
1 This includes TC3 which is a member of the Michigan Internet and Telecommunications Alliance, a 

COMPTEL member.  

2 “Finding New Gold in Copper, FierceTelecom, pp. 5, September 2012.  Available at: 

servicecenter.fiercemarkets.com/files/leadgen/final_copper_networks.pdf  

 



2 

 

provide quality services at a lower cost for businesses, allowing them to reduce their telecom 

expense and hopefully grow their businesses accordingly.‟”
3
  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this submission. 

 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

         

        /s/ Karen Reidy 

 

Attachment         

 

cc (via email):  Lisa Gelb 

  Bill Dever  

Tim Stelzig 

Travis Litman 

Jenny Prime 

Claude Aiken 

Ariane Rangel 

Pamela Megna 

Wesley Platt 

Heather Hendrickson 

Henning Schulzrinne 

 

   

   

                                                      
3 Id. at 6. 
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